
Please assess the following elements of your draft before giving it to me for 
comments. You should be certain the draft satisfies all of these requirements. 
This will almost certainly require some revisions of your draft. 

Organization:

1. If the draft is a chapter or article, the overall thesis is apparent, even on a very quick 
read. If the draft is of multiple chapters or a whole dissertation, there might be a few 
separate theses if some chapters have unrelated conclusions. If so, these must be 
apparent, even on a very quick read. 

2. The goal of each chapter and/or section is apparent, even on a very quick read. 

3. Each chapter or section plays a distinct role in the draft as a whole. You may refer 
back to conclusions of the arguments made in earlier chapters/sections in order to 
support a new argument, but you do not reproduce any arguments. You also do not 
provide the same introductory material in multiple locations. 

Use of Others’ Ideas:

4. The distinction between others’ ideas that you discuss and your own contribution is 
apparent, even on a very quick read.

5. Any ideas of other philosophers that you discuss are introduced because those ideas 
help you achieve the goal of the current chapter or section. For instance, someone 
else’s idea may be a positive step  toward your conclusion, or your disagreement with 
someone else’s idea may help  move you toward your conclusion. You may need to 
distinguish your own view from someone else’s in order to help your reader better 
understand your view. You may sometimes appeal to another philosopher’s finding in 
support of a point that you assume without argument. I’m sure there are other ways 
for other philosophers’ ideas to help you achieve the goal of your own work, but 
remember that’s the aim. 

6. Your work is effectively  grounded in philosophical literature. What other philosophers 
have asserted will almost certainly help establish your problem, may inform your 
approach, and will likely provide contrasting positions that help you articulate and/or 
motivate your own position. 

7. Any ideas of other philosophers that you discuss for a paragraph or more are 
discussed in a detailed enough way to include citation(s) and probably also textual 
evidence in the form of one or more quotes that you then briefly discuss.

Guidelines: When Your Draft is Ready for Comments


