
Philosophy 5099/8060: Socially Engaged Philosophy of Science   Autumn 2012, Tues 3:30-5:50

Professor: Angela Potochnik           Office: 206C, McMicken Hall
angela.potochnik@uc.edu           Office hours: Thurs 1:30-3:00

(and by appointment)

Course Description

This seminar is designed to interface with the philosophy colloquium on the same topic (October 11-13, 2012).  
We will investigate a range of topics regarding the relationship between philosophy of science and society, social 
concerns, and social values.  Our main focus will be works authored by colloquium participants -- prominent 
philosophers in subdisciplines that include history of philosophy of science, philosophy of biology, science policy, 
feminist philosophy of science, social and political philosophy, and others.  

Materials

-  Kourany, Janet. 2010. Philosophy of Science after Feminism. Oxford UP.  

- Longino, Helen. 2002. The Fate of Knowledge. Princeton UP. 

- Some additional readings will be made available on Blackboard.  (--Bb)

- We will decide upon additional readings subsequent to the colloquium; another book may need to be acquired at 
that point in time.  

Course Goals

Thinking creatively about an under-analyzed issue in philosophy/metaphilosophy of science: That  philosophy of 
science should concern itself with the social influences on and the social effects of science was, for decades, a 
largely neglected idea.  There’s currently renewed interest  in related projects, though this does not yet constitute a 
distinct literature in philosophy of science.  This seminar will thus involve more detective work than is standard.  

Careful analysis of philosophical texts: As with any graduate seminar, a primary aim of this course is to provide 
you with the opportunity to further hone your skills of exegesis and interpretation.  

The opportunity to contribute to philosophical scholarship: Finally, the goal of this course is not  merely to 
increase your understanding of the philosophical issues encountered, but  to give you the opportunity to further 
develop your philosophical views and to hone your skills in defending those views.  This will largely be 
accomplished through seminar discussion, colloquium participation, and written work.  

Course Requirements

Class participation: This is a discussion-based course.  Students are expected to attend all class meetings and  to 
participate actively in discussion; verbal discussion and debate are crucial in the field of philosophy.  Please 
contact  me if you would like suggestions for increasing your level of participation in class discussions.  There will 
also be the opportunity for participation work outside of class.  Finally, I expect that all enrolled students will be 
active participants in the full series of colloquium events.  

Readings: Each reading assignment  should be completed before the class meeting when it  is scheduled to be 
discussed.  Students should employ whatever means help them to fully digest  the material: slow reading, repeated 
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reading, annotating the text, taking reading notes, etc.  Careful reading of philosophical texts is a crucial skill to 
cultivate, and it is important for your ability to participate in class and your understanding of the ideas we 
encounter.  

Reading Responses: You will be expected to write a short  (150-300 word) response to each reading.  Responses to 
all readings assigned for a given class meeting should be submitted in the body of an email, sent to me no later 
than one hour before that meeting.  Your response should be substantive and understandable but  need not be 
comprehensive nor polished.  The reading responses are designed to motivate timely completion of the readings, 
to help deepen your understanding of the material, and to fuel class discussion.  

Paper(s): There are three options for the written work in this course.  You may write (a) a single 5,000 word 
seminar paper, (b) two 2,500 word papers, or (c) one 2,500 word paper, then a 5,000 word expanded version of 
that same paper.  A brief abstract  will be due in advance of the paper(s).  Students enrolled in 5099 should 
choose from options (b) and (c).  

If you choose option (b) or (c), your first  abstract is due anytime on or before 19 Oct, and your first  paper is due 
anytime on or before 26 Oct.  Everyone’s abstract for the final paper is due by 30 Nov, and the final paper is due 
by 13 Dec.  

Grading

15% Participation
25% Reading Responses
5% Paper Abstract(s)
55% Paper(s)

Course Policies

Absences: In ordinary circumstances, you should not miss any seminar meetings.  If you must miss a meeting, 
you should let  me know as soon as possible.  If you miss more than one meeting, you should get in touch with me 
to formulate a plan for how you will pass the course.  

Paper Submission: Papers and abstracts should be typed and double spaced, and then submitted to me by email.  I 
prefer PDFs if possible.  

Extensions and Late Work: If you miss a reading response due to illness or another unforeseen setback, a more 
substantive assignment can be substituted (with permission).  Any paper extensions should be requested in 
advance.  I’m generally accommodating about  granting extensions during the quarter, much less so beyond the 
end of the quarter.  If an extension is granted, the new due date we agree upon is firm.  Late papers that  have not 
been granted an extension in advance will be penalized in a manner commensurate with the circumstances, with a 
typical penalty of ⅓ letter grade per day late.  

Collaboration: You are encouraged to discuss any and all material with other participants in the course and to 
exchange paper drafts for peer editing.  However, all written work must  be completed on your own and must 
contain your own ideas.  You must cite the sources you consulted for any ideas you discuss or use that  are not 
your own, and you must clearly identify any direct  quotes.  Failing to do either counts  as plagiarism.  Whether 
intentional or not, any cases of plagiarism will be taken very seriously and addressed according to University and 
Department policies.  
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Reading and Discussion Schedule

28 Aug  Where we are, how we got here
  - Kourany, Philosophy of Science after Feminism (2010), Chs 1 & 2

4 Sept  Lessons from feminist philosophy of science
  - Kourany, Philosophy of Science after Feminism (2010), Chs 3, 4, 5

11 Sept  The rational and the social in science
  - Longino, The Fate of Knowledge (2002), Chs 1, 2, 3
 
18 Sept  Dismantling the dichotomy
  - Longino, The Fate of Knowledge (2002), Chs 4, 5, 6

25 Sept  Social epistemology and pluralism
  - Longino, The Fate of Knowledge (2002), Chs 7, 8, 9

2 Oct  Background discussion for colloquium
  - all reports contextualizing colloquium presentations

9 Oct  No class

11-13 Oct Colloquium (full participation expected)

16 Oct  Follow-up discussion of colloquium

23 Oct  Social Values in Evolutionary Biology
  - Roughgarden, Evolution’s Rainbow (2004), Introduction --Bb
  - Coyne, “Charm Schools,” Times Online (2004) --Bb
  - Metascience review of Roughgarden (2009) --Bb

30 Oct  TBD (based on class interests and trajectory)

6 Nov  TBD

13 Nov  TBD

20 Nov  TBD

27 Nov  TBD

4 Dec  TBD
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