
Philosophy 4990: History of Analytic Philosophy     Spring 2010, T/Th 12:30-1:45

Professor: Angela Potochnik                       Office: 255 Murray Hall
angela.potochnik@okstate.edu                                     Office hours: T 2-3, Th 11-12
405-744-2790              (and by appointment)

Course Description

The twentieth century was an exciting time for philosophy.  Developments in physics, logic and mathematics, as 
well as radical political changes throughout Europe, paved the way for a new approach to philosophy.  The 
movement began in Central Europe, but  it  quickly spread to England and then the United States.  Much of 
contemporary philosophy has roots in the philosophical developments of this time period—especially current 
philosophy of language, philosophy of science, metaphysics, epistemology, and philosophy of mind.  In this 
course, we will investigate those philosophical developments and their historical context.  In the process, we will 
grapple with many of the central problems in these areas of philosophical investigation.  

Materials

- Contemporary Analytic Philosophy: Core Readings, 2nd edition, by James Baillie.

- A few additional readings will be made available on D2L.  

Course Goals

Thinking about some of the big questions: Philosophical developments in the twentieth century largely gave rise 
to contemporary versions of questions about  what exists; the relationship between language and the world; what it 
takes to have knowledge; the role of logic in language and science; and the relationship between science and 
philosophy.  This course will give us the opportunity to contemplate these and related questions, as well as the 
opportunity for you to develop positions and arguments about some of them.  

Understanding historical context: In this course, we will not only investigate philosophical questions.  We will 
also discuss related historical events—including scientific developments, such as Einstein’s theory of relativity, 
and political changes, such as nationalism, socialism, and the Cold War.  These historical episodes shaped the 
concurrent philosophical developments, and they will help us gain perspective on contemporary philosophical 
issues.  

Philosophical writing: Our philosophical investigation creates the opportunity to hone your skills of critical 
thinking, argumentation, and writing.  Philosophy has very high standards for good arguments: if you can 
convince a philosopher that your view is reasonable, then you can probably convince anyone!  

Philosophical discussion: Another important skill in philosophy is discussing.  Philosophers discuss issues with 
each other in order to figure out what  they think about  them, and to try out arguments before committing to them.  
Working on your comfort and ability to articulate ideas that you aren’t yet  sure about, and to give and receive 
feedback about such ideas, is another main goal of this course.  

Page 1 of 3

mailto:angela.potochnik@okstate.edu
mailto:angela.potochnik@okstate.edu


Course Requirements

Class participation and presentations: This is a discussion-based course.  Students are expected to attend class 
regularly and participate actively in discussion.  Verbal discussion and debate are crucial in the field of 
philosophy.  (Remember Socrates!)  Additionally, everyone will be expected to give two class presentations 
during the course of the semester.  Please contact  me if you would like suggestions for increasing your level of 
participation in class discussions.  

Readings and reading questions: Each reading assignment should be completed before the class meeting when it 
is scheduled to be discussed.  This is important for your ability to participate in class, as well as for your 
understanding of the ideas.  I will provide reading questions on a regular basis.  Sometimes they will be assigned 
for completion outside of class; other times they will be answered during class meetings.  The reading questions 
are designed to motivate timely completion of the readings and to help deepen your understanding of the material. 

Papers: You will have the opportunity to write two papers in this course.  I will provide some guidance regarding 
appropriate topics.  The first, short paper should be 5-6 pages in length, and the longer paper should be 7-9 pages 
in length.  An abstract will be due in advance of each paper.  

GRADUATE STUDENTS should instead write two 7-9 page papers.  Each will factor into your grade equally.  

Grading

15% Participation and Presentations
30% Reading Questions
20% Short Paper
35% Long Paper

Course Policies

Absences: If you miss class, you are responsible for finding out about  what you missed (including any 
announcements).  If you must miss several class meetings, please get in touch with me to formulate a plan for 
how you will keep up with the course.  Barring extraordinary circumstances, missing many class meetings will 
significantly lower your grade for participation and for the reading questions.  

Paper Submission: Papers and abstracts of papers should be typed and double spaced.  Hard copies should be 
submitted to me or my mailbox in the philosophy department (in Murray Hall).  

Extensions and Late Work: If circumstances arise that  will make it  difficult for you to meet  a deadline for a paper 
or abstract, please request  an extension in advance.  You’ll find that I’m quite accommodating about granting 
extensions so long as they don’t  get  out  of hand.  If an extension is granted, the new due date we agree on is firm.  
Late papers that  have not been granted an extension in advance will be penalized in a manner commensurate with 
the circumstances.  The typical penalty is ⅓ of a letter grade docked per day late.  

Collaboration: You are encouraged to discuss any and all material with other participants in the course, including 
the take-home reading questions and your papers, and to exchange paper drafts for peer editing.  However, all 
written work must be completed on your own and must  contain your own ideas.  You must  cite the sources for all 
ideas you discuss or use that are not your own; failing to do so can result in plagiarism, which is a serious offense.  

Please see the Syllabus Attachment for OSU’s policy on academic integrity; important  deadlines for the semester; 
and resources, including information about the Office of Student Disability Services.
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Lecture and Reading Schedule
Tuesday, 12 Jan   Introduction to Analytic Philosophy: Changes in Science, Politics and Philosophy

LOGIC  AND  LANGUAGE
Thursday, 14 Jan Frege: “Sense and Reference” 
Tuesday, 19 Jan  Frege: “Sense and Reference”
Thursday, 21 Jan Russell: “On Denoting”
Tuesday, 26 Jan  Russell: selections from The Philosophy of Logical Atomism          
Thursday, 28 Jan Moore: “Proof of an External World”

LOGIC  AND  SCIENCE
Tuesday, 2 Feb  Wittgenstein: selections from Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus
Thursday, 4 Feb  Wittgenstein: selections from Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus
Tuesday, 9 Feb  Carnap: “The Elimination of Metaphysics Through Logical Analysis of Language”
Thursday, 11 Feb Schlick: “The Foundation of Knowledge” 
Tuesday, 16 Feb  Carnap: “Empiricism, Semantics and Ontology”
Thursday, 18 Feb Neurath on physicalism (D2L)
Tuesday, 23 Feb  Neurath on unified science (D2L)              *Abstract for short paper due*
Thursday, 25 Feb  Tarksi: “The Semantic Conception of Truth and the Foundations of Semantics” 
Tuesday, 2 March no class
Thursday, 4 March Reisch: selection from How the Cold War Transformed Philosophy of Science (D2L)     

*Short paper due by 5 pm on Friday, 5 March*

LANGUAGE  GAMES
Tuesday, 9 March Wittgenstein: selections from Philosophical Investigations
Thursday, 11 March Wittgenstein: selections from Philosophical Investigations

Spring Break
Tuesday, 23 March Ryle: “Knowing How and Knowing That”     
Thursday, 25 March Austin: selections from Sense and Sensibilia
Tuesday, 30 March Strawson: “On Referring” 
Thursday, 1 April Grice: “Meaning” 

POST - LOGICAL  EMPIRICISM
Tuesday, 6 April Quine: “Two Dogmas of Empiricism” 
Thursday, 8 April Grice and Strawson: “In Defense of a Dogma”
Tuesday, 13 April Quine: “Ontological Relativity” 
Thursday, 15 April Davidson: “Truth and Meaning” 
Tuesday, 20 April Davidson: “Radical Interpretation”    *Abstract for long paper due*
Thursday, 22 April Presentations: Contemporary Logic and Language
Tuesday, 27 April Presentations: Contemporary Metaphysics and Mind
Thursday, 29 April Presentations: Contemporary Epistemology and Philosophy of Science

*Long paper due by 10 am on Tuesday, 4 May*
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