Timeline

Pythagoras of Samos (c.580-c. 520 B.C.) Early philosopher and mathematician. The world is made of number.  The One produced the Two (which is line), which produced the Three (which is plane), which produce the Four (which is space).


Parmenides of Elea (c. 515-c. 445 B.C.) Early philosopher. All is one.  Multiplicity, time and change are unreal.

Zeno of Elea (c. 490-c. 430 B.C.)  Student of Parmenides. The hypothesis that the many exists leads to contradictions.


Socrates (470-399).  Knowledge is virtue.  Wisdom is, in part, knowing what you do not know. Executed by the Athenian assembly for Impiety.  
Plato (428-347).  Student of Socrates.  Theory of Ideas.  Body (matter), which is chaotic and changing, copies or imitates the perfect unchanging Ideas (or Forms), which the soul visits between periods when it is joined to body.  Knowledge, which is describes the eternal relations among the eternal unchanging Forms, derives from is recollection of direct experience of the Forms before birth.  Sense perception, which concerning the changing features of bodies, yields mere opinion rather than true knowledge, which is eternally true. 

Aristotle (384-322).  Student of Plato. The world is an eternal system of substances organized into a hierarchy of genera and species.  Each substance is a combination of matter and form (its essential properties).  Each species has an essence (nature) stated in its species definition, which specifies the genus of the species and the defining property (its difference), which separates the species from others within the genus.  Depending on its essence, a substance also possesses non –essential (“accidental”) properties, which are temporary.   If (1) a substance S( does not have a property P at t but potential could be P, (2) another substance S actually possess P at t, and S transfers P to substance S( at time t(, then (1) S( at t is the material cause of  S('s being P at t(, (2) S is its efficient cause of S( being P.  If furthermore the essence (species definition) of S( requires that any fully actual member of S(’s species have P, then (3) S(’s essence is the final cause of S( being P at t(, as well as (4) the formal cause of S( being P at t.

Philo of Alexandria (30 BCE - 50 CE). The first important Jewish Philosopher. Ideas are in the Mind of God

Plotinus (205-270). The father of  Neo-Platonism The One emanates to cause, in what is called the Chain of Being, progressively diminished levels of reality: Being (Ideas), Soul, and Body.  A soul obtains knowledge by “reversion” (“remotion”) to the Ideas, and may unite with the One in mystical union. .  The higher the level the more perfect, the more causally powerful, the morally superior, and the more beautiful.  Evil is non-being, the diminishing point of the hierarchy.

St. Augustine of Hippo (A.D. 354-430).  The ideas (the seminal models used in Creation) exist in the mind of God.  Knowledge is illumination in which the soul sees the ideas in God’s mind. 


Proclus Diadochus (A.D. 8 Feb 411-17 April 485).  Plotinus’ causal Chain of Being is organized by privative negation into diminished levels of decreasing reality that replicate one another.  The chain of being which is linear gives rise to Aristotle’s’ tree-like phylo-genetic hierarchy of genus and species.


John Scotus Erigena (815-877).  Translated into Latin late and muddled versions of Neoplatonic thought.

St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274).  Wrote extensively trying to reconcile the newly rediscovered philosophy of Aristotle with Christian theology and philosophy, including the works of St. Augustine.
William of Ockham (?-1349).  Medieval logician and philosopher

Gottfried W. von Leibnitz (1646-1716).  German logician and mathematician.  Co-discovered calculus.

Isaac Newton (1642-1727).  English mathematician and physicist. Co-discovered calculus.

