Study Questions
The Infinite 395H
Topic  3


Medieval Notions of the Infinite

Please turn these in Friday, May 9. See the Syllabus for details on the readings.

1. Critically evaluate Aquinas’ views on infinity and whther they affect the plausibility of his argument from motion or change (the cosmological argument) for the existence of God.  Aristotle, Physics VI:6.  Aquinas, “The Five Ways” (arguments 1, 2, and 3)

2. Two of Aquinas’s arguments presuppose that the world is “ordered”.  The teleological argument presuppose that it is “ordered” with for a final purpose and the argument from goodness presupposes that there the world is ranked in “degrees”. Discuss whether either of these assumptions about “order” is supported by modern science and whether the facts as discovered by science have any implications for the pursuasiveness of the arguments. Aquinas, “The Five Ways” (arguments 4 and 5); Proclus, Elements of Theology (without scolia); John Martin, “Proclus On The Logic of the Ineffable,” “Classroom Notes on Neoplatonic Order.”
3. Sketch how Ockham’s uses his views on the infinite divisibility of quantity to explain how the body of Christ can be present in pieces of bread of any size. John Martin, « Notes on Ockham Connotation, Quality and the Body of Christ » V Stump, Elenore. “Theology and Physics in De sacramento altaris: Ockham's Theory of Indivisbles.” (John Martin, “Notes on the Argument Structure of De Quantitiate” may also be useful.)
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