Leibniz on Human Freedom and Determinism

There exist an infinite number of possible worlds, one of which is the actual world.  (None of these is necessary, including the actual world, because the are all possible.  See below for more on the meaning of possible). 

Principle of Sufficient Reason.  Everything has a cause.

The actualization of the actual world from among the possible worlds has a cause, which we call God, who would have to be more perfect than any thing possible (in order to cause it [an application of Neoplatonic causal theory])

Principle of the Best.  The actual world is the best possible world (because it was chosen by God who is good [another application of Neoplatonic causation])

(Infinite) Axiomatizability of Possible Worlds.  Each possible world is a set of truths that follow from a set of axioms, a set that is infinitely long and is divided into two types of proposition: 

1. Necessary truths, i.e. those that are true in every possible world, and are such that their negations logically entails a contradiction.  Examples definitions, and laws of logic and mathematics. 

2. Possible Truths,  i.e. those that are true in some worlds but false in others, and are such that their negations do not logically entail a contradiction.  Examples are ordinary contingent truths.

Each of these facts is expressible in universal affirmative propositions (Every S is P) 


Examples

Every man is a rational appetitive self-moving living substance.

 [a necessarily true definition]


Socrates is a man.  [a contingent, non-necessary truth]

(Note: contingent in w means possible and true in w.) 

Given the world’s axioms (both necessary and contingent) the other facts true in that world (the full set of contingent facts of the world) are provable from the axioms by a logical proof, i.e.  ever fact true in the world necessarily follows with certainty in a logical deduction that has the world’s axioms as premises.

Example,  In the actual world the first proposition below is one of its necessarity true axioms (it’s the definition of man).  From this axiom we can prove  Man is rational:

Man is a rational appetitive self-moving living substance
[axiom, definition]

Man is a rational appetitive self-moving living 

[logical inference] 

Man is a rational appetitive self-moving 


[logical inference]
Man is a rational appetitive 




[logical inference]
Man is a rational 





[logical inference]
QED


Likewise the particular fact Socrates is rational would follow from the axiom Socrates is a man  as in the above proof.

Omniscience.  God knows with certainty what would be true in every possible world, and in particular he knows with certainty what is true in the actual world.  (Because God knows instantly what would for us be the conclusions of deductions, even those that are infinitely long and that  humans cannot therefore perform).

Absolute and Conditional Necessity 

Symbolism: let ( represent the adverb necessarily,  and  (  the words if …then.






Proposition:

translation in normal English:


Absolute Necessity:

P((Q


If P then necessarily Q.









If P then in every world Q.


Conditional Necessity
( (P(Q)

Necessarlity, if P then Q.









P logically implies Q.









In any world w, if P is true in w, 

then Q is true in W.


Example


This proposition is true:

( (not not P(P) 

because P follows from not not P, but this is false 

not not P((P

because the following is false:

 
If I am not not alive, then I am necessarily alive 

Determinism (with Conditional Necessity).  It is part of the definition of “knowledge” that knowledge entails truth (i.e. if S knows that P, the P is true).  Moreover definitions are necessarily true.  We combine these facts as follows:   

( (S  knows that P ( P)  

Applying this rule God’s knowledge, it follows that: 

( (God knows that P ( P) 


But it is not the case that 

 God knows that  P ( ( P 


because the contingent facts in, for example, the actual world, though they are known by God, who is omniscient, are still only possible – they could have been otherwise as is shown by the fact that they are false in some other possible worlds.

Voluntary (Free) Action.  An action is voluntary (free) if and only if,

1. its cause is the agent him/herself, and not some outside cause, and

2. the action arises from a deliberate choice on the part of the agent.

All actions by all humans are free in this sense, even if they are determined,  i.e. even if they are conditionally necessary and known by God.

