Study Questions for Gaukroger, “Descartes’ Conception of Inference”
On Descartes’ view (according to Gaukroger) what is the difference between intuition and deduction?

What is the relation of the two to clear and distinct ideas?

According to this reading of Descartes, what would he say about the claim that the reason a deduction is valid because it is formal, i.e. each proposition in the deduction follows from earlier ones one by some rule formulated in terms of the syntactic form of those proposition?  

What implications does Descartes’ view (on this reading) have for the syllogistic, or mathematical proofs in general, as a account of justification in knowledge claims?

How could deduction on this view fit into a foundationalist conception of knowledge?

On this view how should one understand an extended argument, like the one that appears to be presented in the Meditations?
