Studty Questions on Descartes physics and Meditation VI

Though Descartes criticizes the Aristotelian doctrine of substantial form, he does believe that some substances exit and have essences.   
1. On Descartes view what are the two different kinds of substances, and what are their essential qualities? 
2. What are the qualities of matter that follow necessarily from its essence?

3. What are examples of extended substances?  How do these relate to quantity and geometry?
4. How do these examples compare to species in Aristotle? 
5. What are examples of accidental modes of body?  How do these relate to the notion of a body?

6. What are examples of the accidental modes of a spiritual substance?  

7. What sort of substance do sensible modes inhere in according to, respectively, the Aristotelians and Descartes?
Explain how Descartes employs the Aristotelian doctrine of substantial form (i.e. that every substance has an essential definition that details its form) to prove:

1. a substance is a body if and only if it is extended (via the complete concept  argument ) and 

2. there is no vacuum.

Descartes claims that the three laws of motion follow in a very general way from the properties (essence) of God.  (And hence that physics is deducible from metaphysics.) Explain.   It has something to do with “immutability” and “conservation.”

What are Descartes’ arguments against atoms?
Descartes defines motion differently at different places.  Explain how on one definition it appears that the definition presupposes something like absolute space (something like Newton’s), but on another he appears to define motion relationally without an appeal to absolute space (something like Leibniz).  What is Descartes’ definition of  body?  Why does it appear that body and motion are defined circularly?

How does Descartes’ Third Law of Motion entail contradictory results?

Explain the difference between the two ways of explaining how God “sustains” the existence of bodies: the cinematic view and the impulse view.  How do the bear on the issue of the possibility of body-body causation?

What is occasionalism?  Is there any textual evidence that Descartes was an occasionalist with respect to body-mind causation?

