RATIONALISM

Winter Quarter 2009-10

15-PHIL-310-001

McMicken 256, 10-10:50

In this course we will read some of the principles works of the rationalists: Descartes’ Meditations; Book I of Arnauld and Nicole’s Port Royal Logic (The Art of Thinking) ; Spinoza’s Ethic,  Books I-II; and Leibniz’ Monadology and Part I of the Theodicy.   The emphasis of the course will be on metaphysics and epistemology rather than ethics, with the goal of understanding the common themes, problems and methods of the group.  The course will proceed by reading through the texts in order and discussing them in class as we go along.  The reading will be primarily in original texts, though the Descartes material will be supplemented by readings from several secondary sources.   There will be two essay exams, a midterm worth 30% of the grade and a take-home final worth 50%, for which preparation “study questions” will be handed out in advance.   Attendance and participation will count for 20%  of the grade.
The rationalists are an extremely interesting and historically important group of philosophers.  Though many of their central tenets have long been rejected as false, their formulation of issues, criticisms of others, and the tools they developed for philosophical analysis still influence current philosophy in major ways.  You will also find the rationalists as a group to be an intellectual pleasure – both clever and absorbing.
Reading Assignments:

Jan 4-6

Introduction to Descartes
Read: Gaukroker, “Descartes Conception of Inference”

Jan 8-22
Descartes, Meditations

Read 1 Med/day, Garber, “Descartes & Occasionalism”

Jan 25-27
Descartes’ Physics

Read papers by Gaber and  Slowik,  “Descartes’ Physics” 

Jan 29-Feb 3
Arnauld’s logic of ideas

Read Arnauld and Nicole, Art of Thinking, Book i.

Feb 5

Midterm

Feb 8-19
Spinoza’s metaphysics

Read Spinoza, Ethics, Books I and II.

Feb 22-Mar 5
Leibniz’ metaphysics

Read Art of Combination & Monadology (Mates’ notes).
Mar 8-12
Leibniz’ theodicy

Read Part I of the Theodicy.

Mar 17

Take home final, due 5:00, Philosophy Dept. Office, McMicken 206

Course Web Page (for documents
):  http://homepages.uc.edu/~martinj/Rationalism/ 

Professor; John Martin  (john.martin@uc.edu)

Office Hours: Monday, 2:00
� Though several of the texts from the books ordered at the Bookstore are available free online for downloading, using the on-line versions is difficult because in class we will be referring to the pagination from the Bookstore editions.  				Note: this syllabus may be revised as the course progresses.





