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Woolly Rhinoceros – This extinct species of woolly rhinoceros (Coelodonta antiquitatis) once roamed Asia and Europe. Its remains have been found in Pleistocene deposits associated with the Ice Age, which occurred a few centuries after Noah’s Flood.


At one time, the only rhinoceroses on earth were the ones who survived on Noah’s Ark while a catastrophic Flood destroyed the earth (~2348 BC). After the Flood, God commanded the animals leaving the Ark to reproduce and multiply and fill the earth. The variety of rhinoceros fossils that we find in post-Flood deposits suggests that they quickly spread over the earth, just as God had commanded.


Biology research suggests that the pair of rhinoceroses on the Ark diversified into perhaps 200-300 species in the first couple of centuries after the Flood. God probably placed the potential for this variety into rhinoceroses in the original creation. God’s designs allowed rhinoceroses to be comfortable in a variety of conditions, from cold Asian steppes to the dry African savannah or humid tropical jungles.


Supervolcanoes and other catastrophes after the Flood created optimum conditions for preserving the fossils. These catastrophes, combined with rapidly changing climate leading the to Ice Age, may be responsible for the extinction of all by the five rhinoceros species living today.


This skeleton was excavated in 2005 from Siberia. It is composed of original fossils and some reproductions (in black), not a cast.

Around the Men in White Theater

Last Supper of a Perch – This perch was caught in the middle of his meal and preserved so rapidly that it did not decompose. We find millions of such well-preserved fish in the Green River Formation of Wyoming (although this is one of the finest specimens).


The exact conditions which brought about this preservation are not fully understood. This fish, like many others that lived in the same lake, was preserved in limestone. The area shows evidence of several large lakes that formed after Noah’s Flood.


As the earth recovered from the worldwide Flood, the world experienced many unusual events and conditions unlike any known in the present. Volcanoes and other catastrophes rapidly buried animals and plants, and unique chemical conditions rapidly preserved them.


Perch (Mioplosus) eating a herring (Knightia), Green River Formation (Eocene), Wyoming.

Death March of the Horseshoe Crab – Here lies the last remains of a horseshoe crab, stopped dead in its tracks. The fine preservation of both body and track is amazing.


Horseshoe crabs live on the ocean floor. Special conditions unknown in the present ocean must have quickly sealed and preserved both animal and prints.


The Bible describes a unique event that may provide all the ingredients to preserve such a fine specimen – the worldwide flood of Noah’s day. The waters killed billions of animals, dumped millions of tons of sediments worldwide, and created unique chemical conditions never before seen on earth.


Horseshoe crabs are “living fossils” that have kept the same basic form, from fossils deep in the fossil record to species alive today.


Horseshoe crab (Mesolimulus), Upper Jurassic lithographic limestone, Schernfeld Quarry, near Solnhofen, Germany.


This is a specimen of the sediment that buried the specimen, so everything is reversed like a film negative. This explains why the path is raised and the animal is indented.

Treasures of the Earth – “The invisible things of God…are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead” (Romans 1:20).


God created the world to show us His nature. Minerals are just one example. Their great beauty and order show the glory and wisdom of God.


Ever since the creation, God had been holding the universe together “by the word of his power” (Hebrews 1:3). Therefore, the universe operates according to rules that reflect God and His nature. Mineral crystals, which have been growing in the 6,000 years since the creation, show not only beauty but consistent growth patterns and diverse shapes. These characteristics of minerals are just a glimpse of the glory of the unchanging, triune Sustainer of all things.

Fossils – The Biblical View – Views about fossils have come and gone. But fossils themselves do not tell us where these creatures came from and how they died.


Fortunately, we have another source of factual data – the first book of the Bible, Genesis. This book makes it obvious that carnivory, disease, and death, as seen in the fossil record, came after sin. So the fossil record had to be formed after sin entered the world.


Genesis also gives an eyewitness account of a catastrophic, worldwide Flood, about 4,350 years ago, which covered the whole earth in water and destroyed the air-breathing animals on land. God sent this Flood during the days of Noah, as a judgment for mankind’s sin. This Flood and its aftermath would have formed massive fossil layers all over the world.


God’s Word holds the key to our understanding of God’s world. Most fossils are a silent testimony to God’s worldwide judgment.

Fossils – Changing Views – Fossils are found all over the world, from backyards, creeks, and canyons to the highest mountain peaks. But interpretations have varied greatly over the centuries.


The ancient Chinese identified fossil bones of dinosaurs and mammoths as dragons and believed they contained healing properties. Even in modern times, Chinese pharmacies grind such fossils into powder for medicinal uses.


Before becoming emperor, Caesar Augustus (63 BC – AD 14) displayed huge tusks (probably of a mammoth) and identified them as the tusks of the mythical Calydonian boar.


In the sixth century BC, Xenophanes of Colophon recognized that some fossil shells were the remains of shellfish and hinted that the dry land was once covered with water.


Augustine (3540430) and other early church leaders believed large teeth (like the mastodon teeth in the display) were from an extinct race of giant humans).


Most European scholars of the Middle Ages believed fossils were created by God or grew in place in response to God’s command to “fill the earth.” In contrast, a few church leaders, such as Tertullian (145-220) and Isidore (ca. 560-636), thought fossils were formed in Noah’s Flood.

Design and the Curse – Some animals seem to be specially designed to eat other animals (carnivory). We do not know exactly how meat eating started, nor how long it took to begin, but we do know two things:

1. All animals were plant eaters before Adam’s sin. God Said “To every beast of the earth I have given every green herb for food” (Genesis 1:30).

2. Everything in creation, including the plants and animals, was created “very good”. God created man in his own image….”and God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good” (Genesis 27,31).


The Bible teaches that suffering and death came as a result of Adam’s sin. After the Curse, some animals may have simply changed their diet; and others may be been given special designs for eating meat. God could have introduced such designs after the Curse, or He could have revealed designs place in the organisms at the creation.


Carnivores appear to help keep the fallen world functioning despite the effects of the Curse. For instance, carnivores often improve the overall health of animal populations by taking out the weakest and the diseased.

Design in Skulls – Tooth Designs – the all-wise God created well-designed animals. Some of that can be seen in the skulls of the animals in this exhibit.


The Creator provided teeth according to each animals dietary needs, which changed for some animals after sin and the curse. Grazing animals, such as cattle, were given large, flat, grinding teeth. Gnawing animals, such as beavers, were given incisors which grow continuously throughout their life. Animals which swallow their food whole, such as turtles, birds, and anteaters, have no teeth at all.


Jaw Designs – Snakes, such as the anaconda, have a specially designed double jaw joint, which allows their jaws to open wide to swallow whole organisms in the now-groaning, cursed world. The skull of the giant anteater forms a tube designed for sucking up ants. Part of the skull of spoonbills is shaped into a bill designed for finding small organisms in shallow water and mud.

Variety in Skulls – Cat skull variety – The triune God created a variety of animals. Some of that variety and design can be seen in the skulls of animals.


There are more than three dozen cat species in the world, ranging from the 3.5 pound rusty-spotted cat to the tiger, weighing in at over 600 pounds. Fossils of saber-toothed cats show a different skull design that allowed their jaws to open even wider than most cats so they could use their huge canines.


Shark teeth variety – There are more than four hundred species of sharks in the world. In a sin-cursed world, most sharks consume swimming creatures, so their teeth are designed to prevent captured animals from escaping. Yet the teeth are also loose enough to break off if an animal is struggling too much. Some sharks have teeth specialized for very different diets, such as the flat teeth of the Port Jackson shark, which uses its rounded teeth to crush mollusk shells.

Slot Canyon

7 C’s in God’s Eternal Plan – Seven pivotal events from the beginning to the end of time.

1. Creation – in the beginning – in six, 24 hour days – God made a perfect creation.

2.  Corruption – the first man, Adam, disobeyed the Creator. His sin brought death and corruption into the creation.

3. Catastrophe – Adam’s race became so wicked that God judged the earth with a great catastrophe – a global Flood- saving only those on the Ark built by Noah.

4. Confusion – When Noah’s descendants disobeyed God’s command to fill the earth, God brought confusion on their language, forcing them to spread over the earth.

5. Christ – The Creator became a man, Jesus Christ, who obeyed God in everything, unlike the first man Adam.

6. Cross – Jesus, the Messiah, died on a cross to pay the penalty for mankind’s sin against God. He rose from the dead, providing life for all who trust in him.

7. Consummation – One day, at the consummation, the Creator will remake His creation. He will cast out death and the disobedient, and dwell eternally with those who trust in Him.

Mass Graveyards – the fossil record, from beginning to end, gives repeated testimony to the death and rapid burial of massive piles of animals and plants (geological timescale with trilobites, ferns, crinoids, fish, amphibians, ammonites and rhinoceroses indicated).

Grand Canyon National Park – TV monitors with “Have you ever wondered where canyons come from?”

Dinosaur Dig Site 

What do we know about Dinosaurs? – Dinosaur fossils don’t come with tags on them telling us how old they are, where they lived, what they ate, or how they died. We have to figure that out from a few clues we find.


But because we never have all the evidence, different scientists can reach very different conclusions, depending on their starting assumptions.

The Evidence is in the Present

1. Coal and Plant Fossils – the seed fern fossils are from a coalmine near St. Clair, Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania.

a. But what happened in the Past?

i. When were the coal and plant fossils made?

ii. How were the plants preserved (for example, did the leaves fall to the ground before being buried?)

iii. What was the origin of the coal? (For example, was it formed in swamps?)

iv. What was the ecology of the coal plants? (For example, was the forest on land?)

2. Sapphires – this is an artificial sapphire, grown in three weeks by Crystal Systems, in Salem, Massachusetts. Because this sapphire was made in a lab, we know how old it is and how it formed.

a. But what happened in the past?

i. When were natural sapphires formed?

ii. How were natural sapphires formed? (For example, did they form as rapidly as artificial sapphires?)

3. Archaeopteryx fossils – this is a cast of an Archaeopteryx lithographica specimen from the Solnhofen Limestone (Jurassic System), Germany.

a. But what happened in the past?

i. When did the animal live?

ii. What did the animal look like? (For example, was it a bird?)

iii. How did the animal behave? (For example, could it fly?)

iv. How was the animal related to other animals? (For example, is it related to dinosaurs?)

4. Lucy fossil – this is a cast of the Australopithecus afarensis (“Lucy”) specimen from the Hadar Formation (Pliocene Series), Hadar, Ethiopia.

a. But what happened in the past?

i. When did the creature live?

ii. What did the creature look like? (For example, how much hair did it have?)

iii. How did the creature behave? (For example, could it walk like modern humans?)

iv. How was the creature related to other creatures? (For example, is it an ancestor of modern humans?)

5. Meteorites – this is a piece of the Campo del Cielo Meteorite, discovered in 1576 at Gran Chaco, Argentina.

a. But what happened in the past?

i. When was the meteorite originally formed?

ii. Where was the meteorite originally formed? (For example, was this one from Mars?)

iii. How was the meteorite formed? (For example, is it broken from something larger?)

iv. How did the meteorite get to earth? (For example, did a plant fling it off course?)

6. Trilobite tracks – this is an artist’s reconstruction of the track ways (called Cruziana) and shells of the trilobite Olenellus, from the lowermost Cambrian System around the world.

a. But what happened in the past?

i. When were the prints made?

ii. How were the tracks preserved? (For example, were they buried rapidly?)

iii. How did the trilobites behave? For example, were they strolling about or scurrying for their lives?)

7. Caves – we find caves all over the world filled with stalagmites and stalactites.

a. But what happened in the past?

i. When were caves carved?

ii. How were caves carved? (For example, were they cut by fast-flowing water?)

iii. How long have stalagmites and stalactites been forming?

Starting Points

Different Views because of Different Starting Points
Human Reason – the philosopher Rene Descartes said “I think therefore I am”.

God’s Word – God said “I am that I am”.

Different Views of Dinosaurs because of Different Starting Points
Starting with Human Reason – The Utahraptor lived in the Early Cretaceous world about 125 million years ago (evolved through millions of years) - Caught in a flooding river (died in the normal course of events) - Dried out on a river bank (dried out in the sun) - slowly buried by river sediments (slowly buried and gradually fossilized) - exposed in the present (revealed by millions of years of erosion).

Starting with God’s Word – The Utahraptor lived in the pre-Flood world about 4,300 years ago (God made the beasts of the earth – Genesis 1:25) – Caught in the Great Flood (And the Lord said “I will destroy…man and beast…for I repent that I have made them” – Genesis 6:7) – Floated on Flood waters (and all flesh died that moved upon the earth – Genesis 7:21) – Suddenly buried in the Global flood (the world that was then, being overflowed with water, perished – 2 Peter 3:6) – Exposed in the present (speak to the earth and it shall teach you – Job 12:8).

Same Universe
Human Reason – Evolution of galaxies – evolution of our solar system – evolution of earth and moon – evolution of our continents. (billions of years ago).

God’s Word – Day 1: Let there be light – Day 2: Let there be a firmament – Day 3: Let the dry land appear – Day 4: Let there be lights in the firmament (thousands of years ago).

Same Plants and Animals
Human Reason – first life ~4 billion years ago (shows tree of life with single point of origin)

God’s Word – creation orchard ~6000 years ago. God said “let the earth bring forth…after its kind” (Genesis 1:11-24)

Same Apes and Humans
Human Reason – first ape ~20 million years ago (tree showing humans evolved from apes)

God’s Word -  “God made the beast of the earth after its kind” Genesis 1:25); “God created man in his own image” (Genesis 1:27); creation 6.000 years ago. “God has made of one blood all nations” (Acts 17:26)  – separate creation for apes and man.

Same Rocks
Human Reason – Present processes (images of river erosion, beach erosion, glaciers, mountains).

God’s Word – Past processes: “On the same day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up” (Genesis 7:11).

Same Fossils
Human Reason – lowland swamp ~300 million years ago – slow burial over millions of years – coal (slow processes).

God’s Word – floating forest ~4300 years ago – global flood ~4300 years ago – coal (rapid processes). “The world that was then, being overflowed with water, perished” (2 Peter 3:6).

Biblical Authority

The present is the key to the past

According to human reason, present processes operating over 14 billion years explain the world we see today. Humans are only the latest ripple in the endless stream of evolution. (image of a timeline of evolution starting from big bang to humans)

God’s Word is the key to the past, present, and future


God’s Word reveals that, from the beginning, God created man and woman to dwell with Him. God’s intervention at key periods of history explains most of the world we see today. (image of timeline of creation with 7’C in God’s eternal plan).

Biblical Relevance

Do different starting points matter in our personal lives?


Why am I here?


Am I alone?


Why do I suffer?


Is there any hope?


Why do we have to die?

God’s Word is TRUE!

· 40 authors, writing over 2,000 years, spoke the SAME MESSAGE.

· Scrolls, discovered in the last century, confirm that the ORIGINAL WORDS have been preserved.

· Archaeology has repeatedly confirmed that the Bible’s HISTORICAL DETAILS are accurate.

· Hundreds of BIBLE PROPHECIES have been fulfilled, and none has failed.

· ABOVE ALL, the GOD of TRUTH, the CREATOR of heaven ad earth, inspired the men who penned the words.

God’s Word offers HOPE!


For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the ENCOURAGEMENT of the Scriptures we might have hope.

The First Attack Question God’s Word

1. Adam believed God’s word – God said “ Eat of the fruit, and you shall surely die”.

2. Satan questioned it – “Did God really say…? You shall not surely die!”

3. Humanity abandoned it. Adam ate the fruit and died.


In the Garden of Eden the serpent questioned God’s warming about death. He asked the first woman “Did God really say…?” The elevation of human reason above God’s Word is the essence of every attack on God’s Word.

Attempts to Question

1. The questioning of God’s Word began with the first humans, God warned Adam and Eve that they would die, and they died. “Of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat; for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die”. Genesis 2:17.

2. God warned Noah about a global Flood that would destroy the word, and it came as God said, “Behold I am bringing a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, and everything that is on the earth shall die (Genesis 6:17).

3. The prophet Isaiah promised that a ruler named Cyrus would rise to power in Persia and rebuild Jerusalem, and he did…more than two hundred years later, “The lord says of Cyrus, He is my Shepard, and shall perform all my pleasure even saying to Jerusalem, “You shall b built”; and to the temple “your foundation shall be laid” (Isaiah 44:28).

4. The prophet Daniel foretold the swift rise of Alexander the Great and the division of his empire into four parts, and it happened…two hundred and fifty years later. “I behold another beast, like a leopard, which had on its back four wings of a bird; the beast also had four heads, and dominion was given to it” (Daniel 7:6).

5. The Old Testament prophets made over 60 predictions about Messiah’s first coming, and all were fulfilled…four hundred years later in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. “Out of you, Bethlehem Ephratah, shall he come forth who is to be ruler in Israel” (Micah 5:2).

6. Over 500 total Bible prophecies have been made and already fulfilled.

Attempts to Destroy

1. God’s first prophet, Abel, was killed by his brother Cain; but God raised up Seth to take his place.

2. The serpent seduced the whole human race to reject God’s Word, except for Noah’s family. In one swift judgment, all of God’s enemies were wiped out and Noah’s family repopulated the earth.

3. The most powerful prince in Persia schemed to kill all the Jews, but God exposed the plot to Queen Esther, and all of their enemies were killed. Today Jews celebrate this even in the feast of Purim.

4. In 175 BC the king of Syria, Antiochus Epiphanes, ordered the Jews, on pain of death, to destroy their Scriptures and worship the Greek gods. Judas Maccabaeus saved the books and led a revolt that won independence for the Jewish nation. Today Jews celebrate this event in the feast of Hannukkah.

5. Herod, king of the Jews, sent soldiers to murder the young Messiah, Jesus, killing all the children in Bethlehem where He lived. But Messiah’s family escaped, while the slaughter of the innocents fulfilled prophecy about Messiah’s coming.

6. The Roman emperor Diocletian outlawed Christianity and ordered the death of its leaders and the burning of all Bibles. Soon afterward, Constantine legalized Christianity and paid for fifty new hand-written copies of the Bible.

Attempts to Discredit

1. The Bible claims the universe had a beginning. Philosophers and scientists rejected that claim for over two thousand years. Now astronomers believe the universe had to have had a beginning.

2. The Bible claims that all humans are “one blood”. Some nineteenth century biologist argued that different races descended from lower animals. Today, genetics has verified that there is only one human race.

3. The Bible claims that God created animals “after their kind”. Nineteenth century biologists argued that animals evolved from other, very different animals. Today. Biology confirms that creatures reproduce within their own kind.

4. The Bible claims that God destroyed the earth in a worldwide Flood. Nineteenth century geologists argued that rocks were formed slowly. Today, geology confirms that many rock layers were deposited catastrophically.

5. The Bible implies that most fossils were buried quickly as a result of the worldwide Flood. Nineteenth century paleontologists argued that fossils were buried slowly. Today, paleontology confirms that fossils were buried rapidly.

6. The Bible claims that God created a number of human languages at the Tower of Babel “according to their families”. Nineteenth century linguists argued that languages evolved slowly, one by one. Today, linguists recognize languages fall into distinct “families” of recent origin.

Attempts to Criticize

1. Genesis mentions the Hittite people. Historians found n o evidence of these people outside the Bible, considering this an error. Then archaeologists discovered the enormous Hittite capital, Hattusa, in Turkey.

2. The Bible says that Moses wrote the Law, but many historians believed writing had not been invented at that time. Then they discovered the Code of Hammurabi, king of Babylon, written centuries before Moses.

3. The book of Isaiah describes an Assyrian ruler named Sargon who captured Ashdod, but no other records included his name. So many historians assumed the Bible was wrong. Then Sargon’s palace was discovered in Iraq, and the capture of Ashdod was mentioned on the wall.

4. The book of Daniel describes the fall of the last ruler of Babylon, named Belshazzar, but secular records listed Nabonidus as the last ruler. Then tablets were discovered showing that Nabonidus had made his son, Belshazzar, co-ruler of Babylon.

5. The New Testament describes Pilate as the Roman governor of Judea who condemned Messiah to die on a cross. His leadership role in Judea is not in secular records, but an inscription referring to Pilate was found in 1961 on a first-century dedication stone.

6. Archaeologists have criticized many details of the Bible, but as new discoveries have come to light, literally hundreds of historical details in the Bible have been confirmed.

Attempts to Poison

1. The Hebrews repeatedly introduced idol worship despite the commands of God’s Word. So God sent idol worshippers to conquer the Hebrews. During their exile in Babylon, the Hebrews’ fascination with false idols was broken.

2. After the Jews were restored to Jerusalem, human traditions slowly twisted God’s Word, changing its original intentions. Messiah Jesus condemned these traditions and was crucified for His efforts. But His followers – the early Christians – spread God’s unadulterated Word to the ends of the Earth.

3. During the first five centuries AD, the church faced several challenges against the teaching of Jesus. But church counsels came to agreement and confirmed the original teaching of Messiah and His apostles.

4. In the Middle Ages, church tradition gained more authority than God’s Word. But God raised up reformers who worked to restore the supreme authority of the Word.

5. Beginning in the late 1800’s a group of theologians called modernists, tried to modernize the Bible based on human reason. They denied miracles and saw Bible history as a collection of tribal stories collected centuries after the fact. Christians who believed that the Bible is error-free fought back in a series of theological books that upheld the truth.

6. New efforts to attack God’s Word regularly appear, such as The DaVinci Code, but their popularity is temporary.

Attempts to Replace

1. After Noah’s Flood, nations twisted God’s revealed history and developed alternative creation myths and religious rites. But one family - the Hebrew nation descended from Abraham – preserved God’s Word for all future generations.

2. New religions have come and gone since Babel, but the number of people who claim to follow God’s Word has steadily increase, until the Bible has become the bestselling book in the world.

3. The Greek philosophers in Athens, who rejected the afterlife, mocked the Apostle Paul’s message about the resurrection of the dead. But the common people were converted, the old ways rejected, and the Roman Empire “turned upside down.” 

4. In the eighteenth century Enlightenment, the infidel philosopher Voltaire forecast that within a century no Bibles would be left on earth. But fifty years after he died, the Geneva Bible Society took over his house and printing press to produce thousands of Bibles.

5. Religious prophets, some even claiming to be the Messiah, have claimed to hear new messages from God that add to the Bible. But none of their views have won the hearts of the majority of the church.

6. History is filled with testimonies of the changed lives of all kinds of people, from cannibals and slave traders to musicians, philosophers, scientists, and writers.

The Latest Attack – Question Biblical Time


The Church believed God’s Word. Based on the Bible, Ussher calculated creation at 4004 BC.

· The church questioned it. (Is 6,000 years enough time?).

· Humanity abandoned it. (Millions of years ago…”).


The philosophers and scientist of the Enlightenment suggested that the Universe was not created in six days about six thousand years ago. Christian leaders, not wanting to appear foolish and unscientific, tried to reinterpret the Bible to add millions of years into history.

Snatched from Saddam’s Clutches


Before he was removed from power in 2003, the Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein ordered all Torah scrolls destroyed throughout Iraq. But several scrolls were smuggled out, such as this fragment, stuffed into the tire of a truck. Efforts to destroy God’s Word have met similar resistance throughout history.


This scroll, written on sheepskin, tells the entire story of Noah, from Genesis 4:21 to 10:13. A Hebrew University scholar identified both the paper and the script as approximately 300 years old. 

Charles Templeton – “Its simply not possible any longer to believe, for instance, the biblical account of creation. The world wasn’t created over a period of days a few thousand years ago; it has evolved over millions of years. Its not a matter of speculation, it’s demonstrable fact.”

Scripture Questioned – The Church Compromises God’s Word

1. Scripture Alone

a. Gutenburg press – printed the first Bible (1455).

b. Martin Luther (1483-1546) – called upon the church to make the bible its sole authority.

c. Francis Bacon (1561-1626) – argued that the Bible is not needed to understand the world

d. Galileo (1564-1642) – argued that you can interpret the Bible based on science.

e. James Ussher (1581-1656) – calculated creation at 4004 BC

f. Johann Rosenmuller (1736-1815) – was the first Bible scholar to use science to advocate a gap of time between genesis 1:1 and 1:2 (gap theory)

g. Dinosaur fossils were discovered (1822)

h. Charles Hodge – leading defender of the Bible’s inerrancy at Princeton Theological Seminary he argued that “day” can mean millions of years in Genesis 1.

2. Scripture Questioned

a. Thomas Chalmers (1780-1847) – popularized the gap theory.

b. Hugh Miller – popularized the day-age view of Genesis 1.

3. Scripture Abandoned

a. Charles Templeton – a former evangelist alongside Billy Graham; embraced evolutionary history over millions of years while attending Princeton Theological Seminary; he died in unbelief.

4. Human Reason

a. Rene Descartes (1586-1651) – revolutionized philosophy, making man the measure of all things, not the bible; “I think therefore I am”.

b. Comte de Buffon (1708-1788) – was the first scientist of advocate the day age theory; proposed evolution of the earth over tens of thousands of years.

c. Pierre-Simon Laplace (1749-1827) – proposed evolution of the universe over countless ages (nebular hypothesis)

d. Charles Lyell (1797-1875) – argued that rock layers were formed slowly – over millions of years – at present day rates of change.

e. Charles Darwin (1829-1882) – proposed evolution of life by natural selection over millions of years.

Graffiti Alley – Modern World Abandons the Bible

Culture in Crisis

Today man decides (truth is crossed out and replaced with whatever).

Scripture compromised at home – showing a teenage boy surfing the internet for pornography; shows a young teenage girl calling planned parenthood for pregnancy advice.

Scripture compromised in the Church – shows teenage boys goofing off and listening to their IPods in church; shows a large wrecking ball with millions of years written on it smashing into the church and destroying its foundation.

Wonders of Creation

How many were there? – Adam named only “birds”, “cattle”, and “beasts of the field” – probably the only animals closely associated with man and “not beasts of the earth” or “creeping things”. If the created kinds correspond to modern families, as many creation biologists believe, then Adam named fewer than two hundred animals. Naming all these animal would require only a few hours, at most.

What did they look like? – Creation biologists believe that God put the potential for a lot of variety within each created kind. With so much variety to choose from, we don’t know exactly what the original representatives looked like. Some of the possibilities are displayed in this scene.

What did dinosaurs eat? – God said, “To every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for food” (Genesis 1:30).


Before man’s fall, animals were vegetarians. In a “very good” creation, no animal would die, so there were no carnivores. All the beasts of the earth, not just the “beasts of the field” that God brought to Adam to name, ate only plants.

The Tree of Life – The Lord God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden (Genesis 2:9).


In the garden God provided everything needed and desired for abundant life.

Male and Female – Have you not read, that he who made them at the beginning made them male and female? – Jesus Christ.


Eve (like Adam) was specially fashioned by God and did not come from an animal. Eve was not made from dust but from the side of Adam. God made male and female fit for different roles from the beginning.

One Flesh – For this cause a man shall leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they two shall be one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, let not man separate. – Jesus Christ.


Doctrine of Marriage – The special creation of Adam and Eve is the foundation for marriage: one man and one woman. The fact that they were one flesh is the basis for the oneness of marriage.

Cave of Sorrows – images of disease, people crying, death, tornadoes, carnivores, war, atom bomb.

Corruption Valley

Venom

· Before Adam’s Sin – No venom.

· “ And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the vipers den” (promise of a future time, similar to Eden, Isaiah 11:8).

· After Adam’s Sin 

· Though nothing harmed animals before Adam’s sin, venom harms animals in the present. We do not know exactly how venoms first entered the world. Possibilities include:

· Changed use of chemicals (chemicals that once had non-harmful functions at the creation changed to venom after the Curse).

· Revealed information (the potential to make venoms was built into the creation, but not revealed until after the Curse).

Scavengers

· Before Adam’s Sin – No scavengers of animals.

· Before Adam’s sin, scavengers were designed to clean the world of excess plant material and return chemicals to the nutrient cycles.

· After Adam’s Sin 

· Once death entered the world, scavengers were necessary to scavenge bodies of animals to keep the world clean and return chemicals to the nutrient cycles. We do not know exactly how scavenging of flesh was introduced into the world. Possibilities include:

· Changed diet (diets merely changed, as animals that scavenged plants at the creation began scavenging animal flesh).

· Revealed information (the potential to scavenge meat was placed into the original creation, but not revealed until after the Curse).

· Fallen creation (God gave some organisms the ability to scavenge flesh at the time of the Curse).

Red Tooth and Claw

· Before Adam’s Sin – No struggle for survival.

· “They shall not hurt or destroy in al my holy mountain” (Promise of a future time, similar to Eden, Isaiah 11:9).
· After Adam’s Sin 

· After Adam’s sin, animals must overproduce to replace the dead and diseased. As a result:

· Animals struggle for limited resources (“nature red in tooth and claw”)

· The weakest animals die off (natural selection).

· These processes help keep the fallen world functioning despite sin.

Carnivores

· Before Adam’s Sin – No carnivores.

· God said, “To every beast of the earth I have given every green herb for food” (Genesis 1:30).

· After Adam’s Sin 

· Though all animals ate plants before Adam’s sin, some are carnivores in the present fallen world. We do not know how meat eating first entered the world. Possibilities include:

· Changed diet (the diet of some animals merely changed).

· Revealed information (the potential for meat eating was placed into the original creation, but not revealed until after the Curse).

· By removing the weakest and diseased, carnivores help keep the fallen world functioning despite sin.

Death

· Before Adam’s Sin – No death.

· According to the Bible, animals and humans have “life” (Hebrew nephesh), but plants do not. So humans and animals were created to eat plants, and in the original world before sin, humans and animals would never die.

· After Adam’s Sin 

· Death was introduced after Adam’s sin.

· Death of humans is a judgment on man’s rebellion.

· Death is our “enemy”, according to the Apostle Paul, which invaded God’s “very good” creation (1 Corinthians 15:26).

Disease

· Before Adam’s Sin – No disease.

· “There shall be no more pain” (Promise of a future time, similar to Eden, Revelation 21:4).
· After Adam’s Sin 

· Disease entered the creation after Adam’s sin:
· Genetic mistakes (mutations)
· Excessive cell reproduction rates (cancer)
· Taking more than giving (parasitism)
Cosmic Aging

· Before Adam’s Sin – No aging in the universe.

· In the original creation before Adam’s sin, humans would never die. This suggests that the creation was originally made to last forever.

· After Adam’s Sin 

· The universe began aging. “The earth and the heavens…shall perish. Yes, all of them…shall wax old” (Psalm 102:25-26).

Cosmic Pain


“The whole creation groans and travails in pain together until now” (Romans 8:22). With Adam’s sin, death and suffering entered the creation for the first time. Disease and natural catastrophes also began at this time. The creation is no longer perfect, as God originally designed it, because in Adam we committed high treason against the God of creation.

Conflict

· Before Adam’s Sin – No conflict.

· ‘The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them” (promise of a future time, similar to Eden, Isaiah 11:6).

· After Adam’s Sin 

· With the entrance of sin, conflict entered the world:

· Animals against animals

· Animals against humans

· Humans against humans

Poisons

· Before Adam’s Sin – No poisons.

· “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain”, say the Lord (promise of a future time, similar to Eden, Isaiah 65:25).

· After Adam’s Sin 

· Once animals began overproducing the replace the dead and diseased, they would eat too many plants. So God protected some plants with poisons and other defenses. We do not know exactly how poisons first entered the world. Possibilities include:

· Changed use of chemicals (chemicals that once had non-harmful functions at the creation were changed to poisons after the Curse).

· Hidden information (the potential to make poisons was built into the original creation, but not revealed after the Curse).

Weeds

· Before Adam’s Sin – No weeds.

· God created a perfect balance in the beginning, as plants produced exactly the amount of food needed by the animals of the earth.

· After Adam’s Sin 

· Once animals began overproducing to replace the dead and diseased, they would eat too many plants. So God introduced overproduction of plants to replace the plants that would be lost. As a result: 1. Plants struggle against other plants for survival, 2. Plants grow where they are not wanted (weeds).

Burdensome Work

· Before Adam’s Sin – No burdensome work.

· “They shall not labor in vain (promise of a future time, similar to Eden, Isaiah 65:23).

· After Adam’s Sin 

· God cursed the ground because of Adam’s sin, so that he had to make bread “by the sweat of his face” (Genesis 3:19). Weeds and disease required more work to harvest crops – to pull weeds, to fight disease, to provide nutrients.

Suffering

· Before Adam’s Sin – No suffering.

· “God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there shall be neither sorrow nor crying “(promise of a future time, similar to Eden, Revelation 21:4).

· After Adam’s Sin 

· When disease, death, conflict, and sin entered the world, then:

· The pain of childbirth increased.

· Physical suffering began.

· Emotional suffering began.

First Murder

Where did Cain get his Wife?


“Cain went out from the presence of the Lord and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden. And Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch” (Genesis 4:16-17).


The Bible teaches that Adam was “the first man” and that Eve was the “mother of all living” (1 Corinthians 15:45; Genesis 3:20). All humans are descendants of these two people.


Genesis 5:4 teaches that Adam and Eve had sons and daughters, So, originally, brothers had to marry sisters. Before jumping to conclusions, realize that:

1. All humans are related. So whenever someone gets married, they marry their relative.

2. One of the most honored men of the Bible, Abraham, was married to his half sister. It wasn’t until much later that God instructed the Israelites not to marry close relatives – a principle we follow today.

3. When close relatives marry today, there is an increased likelihood of deformities in the offspring because of the mutations (mistakes) that have accumulated in the human race since Adam’s sin. The closer the relatives, the more likelihood that such people will have similar mistakes. If these mutations are inherited in offspring from both parents, then there is an increased probability of major physiological problems.

4. The farther back in history one goes (back towards the fall of Adam), the less of a problem mutations in the human population would be. At the time of Adam and Eve’s children, there would have been very few mutations in the human genome – thus close relatives could marry, and provided it was one man and for one woman (the biblical doctrine of marriage), there was nothing wrong with close relatives marrying in early biblical history.

5. In present usage, the word incest includes both the marriage of close relatives and any sexual activity between close relatives who are not married. Sexual activity outside of the bounds of marriage, whether between near relatives or not, has been wrong from the beginning. Marriage between close relatives, however, was not a problem in early biblical history.

6. Since God is the One who defined marriage in the first place, God’s Word is the only standard for defining proper marriage. People who do not accept the Bible as their absolute authority have no basis for condemning someone like Cain marrying his sister.

Cain Murders Abel


“Eve conceived and bore Cain. She again bore his brother Abel. In the process of time, Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering to the Lord. Abel also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat. And the Lord has respect to Abel and to his offering, but not to Cain and to his offering. And Cain was very angry…And Cain rose up against Abel his brother and slew him.” (Genesis 4:1-5,8)

Abel’s Walk of Faith

· Pleased God – “By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain” (Hebrews 11:4a).

· Righteous – “Abel obtained witness that he was righteous” (Hebrews 11:4b).

· Dwells with God – “Therefore, God has prepared for [Abel} a city” (Hebrews 11:16).

Way of Cain

· Rejected God – “Cain slew his brother because his own works were evil and his brothers were righteous” (1 John 3:12). Cain had a rebellious heart against God when he offered a sacrifice of the fruit of the ground.

· Unrighteous – “And the Lord said to Cain, ‘Why are you angry? If you do well, shall you not be accepted?’” (Genesis 4:6-7). But in response to Cain’s sin, God offered a solution – to repent and “do well”. Cain further sinned by rejecting the solution.

· Judgment – “The Lord said to Cain, ‘You are cursed.’ And Cain said to the Lord, ‘My punishment is greater than I can bear.’ And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord” (Genesis 4:11, 13, 16). The way of Cain, rebellion against God, leads to separation from God, both now and forever.

Noah’s Ark Construction Site

How Big was the Ark?


“The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits” (Genesis 6:15). The scale of the Ark is dramatic, and as demonstrated by the ancient Greeks and fifteenth-century Chinese shipbuilders, the Ark is tantalizingly close to the limits of wooden technology. With no need for tall masts, or a streamlined hull, and without the economic restrictions of eighteenth-century shipwrights, the hull of the Ark could be made incredibly strong using ordinary wood and simple tools. (Note: the exhibit in this room represents less than 1% of the volume of the Biblical Ark.)

Gopher Wood


“Make an ark of gopher wood; you shall make rooms in the ark and shall pitch it within and without” (Genesis 6:14).


“Gopher” wood does not appear in the Bible after Noah used the term, nor does it appear in Hebrew literature outside the Bible. It may refer to a type of tree that does not currently grow in the Middle East.


Alternatively, gopher may be a description of how wood was processed. Later Jews, who translated the Hebrew into the Greek Septuagint, translated it as “squared wood”, something which is necessary to build such a large wooden ship. Gopher may also refer to a technique not commonly used after the Flood, such as multiple layering of boards (lamination), or edge-jointed planks, or even a preservative treatment (such as pitch).

Voyage of the Ark


Noah built the Ark, but God brought the animals. Every kind of land animal would have come, including dinosaurs and other animals that have now gone extinct. Since the Flood was to last over a year and animals leaving the Ark would have to repopulate the earth, it is likely God brought young adults of the few animals that were very large. Being smaller, they would also be easier to care for. 

Judgment of the Whole World


The waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills, that were under the whole Heaven, were covered. The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward; and the mountains were covered.


All flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of bird, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth, and every man. All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died.


Every living thing was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping things, and the bird of the heaven. They were destroyed from the earth. Only Noah and they that were with him in the ark remained alive (Genesis 7:19-23). 


This passage of the Bible is not referring to some local event, but rather a global flood. 


If the Ark was built on high ground, it would have avoided the devastation of early tsunamis, and it would have avoided crashing into rocks that were not yet submerged under water.


Where did the water come from? The Bible states that “all fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened” (Genesis 7:11).


Presumably most of the water from the Flood was on the surface of the Earth and is still there. Today this water covers only around seventy percent of the earth’s surface. The pre-Flood mountains were probably lower than they are today, so there was enough water to cover the whole earth. In fact, the average depth of the ocean today is 2.3 miles (3.7 km). If the surface were smoothed out, the water would cover the whole earth to a depth of about 1.6 miles (2.6 km).

Rainbow Covenant

God’s Word: the Key to Understanding God’s World
1. The Flood…recorded in the fossils. “All fountains of the great deep were broken up;…and the waters prevailed exceedingly, and all the high hills that were covered under the whole heaven were covered.” (Genesis 7:11,19). (Fossils – ecological zonation model; fossil fuels (coal) – Austin log mat model.)

2. The Flood…recorded in the rocks. “The fountains of the great deep stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained; and the waters returned from off the earth continually” (Genesis 8: 2-3). (Canyons – breached dam model; caves – sulfur dissolution model; Ice – Vardiman hypercane model).

3. The Flood…recorded in the pattern of life. “Go out of the ark and breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful and multiply upon the earth” (Genesis 8:16-17). (Animals – biogeographical rafting model. Plants – rapid speciation model).

The Key: God’s Word – The Present is not the Key to the Past


Noah’s Food and times following involved more violent catastrophism than anything known in the present. At best, modern catastrophes provide only clues about those times.

Flood Geology Room

The Flood Drowns the Earth


The Flood covered all the continents. The Flood was a global judgment.


Human violence was worldwide, so judgment had to be worldwide. Animal violence was everywhere, so animals everywhere had to be destroyed. All land was cursed, so all land had to be restored.


The Flood was a global catastrophe. The Bible says the Flood covered all mountains, so the Flood had to cover every continent. The Bible says the Flood lasted over a year, so the Flood was not local.

The Flood was Enormous – A scale never seen before or since

In our own backyards we can see the layers rain produces on a small scale. Occasional catastrophes, like the explosion of Mount St. Helens, produce similar layers, but on a larger scale. Around the world, we find similar layers on even larger scales. To explain those layers, it is reasonable to infer similar, but larger, catastrophes. There are even layers of such enormous scale as to be consistent with a global catastrophe.

· Backyard scale – local floors (observed): river floods commonly erode and deposit less than 1/1000 cubic miles of sand and mud in minutes to hours.

· County scale – county-sized floods (Observed): the Mount St. Helens catastrophe eroded and deposited 0.7 cubic miles of sand and mud in minutes.

· State scale – state-sized floods (inferred): the drainage of glacial Lake Missoula, formed soon after the Flood, required only a few days of time to erode and deposit almost 50 cubic miles of gravel, sand, and mud.

· Regional scale – region-sized floods (inferred): the drainage of a huge lake system, ….the Flood, required only a few weeks to deposit about 1000 cubic miles of gravel….

· Global scale – global flood (inferred): the Flood required only a few months to deposit about 10,000,000 cubic miles of gravel, sand, and mud.

The Flood Buries the Earth – the flood covered all the continents in sediment

Evidence of the Flood in Grand Canyon

1. Sea animals far above sea level

· Sponge fossils – the Kaibab Limestone is nearly a mile above sea level, yet it contains beautiful marine sponge fossils.

· Nautiloid fossils – thousands of feet above sea level, the Redwall Limestone has abundant fossils, including billions of nautiloids.

· Fossils of trilobites, worms, etc. – abundant, well preserved fossils suggest rapid, thick deposition.

2. Sand carried across continents

· Sand from the Appalachians – sand grains in the Coconino Sandstone come from the Appalachian Mountains.

3. Deep and Wide erosion

· Wide, flat surface - layers of rocks above the Kaibab Limestone and nothing downstream suggest sheet erosion over a huge area.

· The great unconformity – the near-flat erosion surface under the Tapeats Sandstone suggests massive sheet erosion.

4. Layers over continents

· Coconino Sandstone – the Coconino Sandstone covers 300,000 square miles of area in western North America.

· Redwall Limestone – the Redwall Limestone is continuous with limestones across the United States, including the rocks where Mammoth Cave is found in Kentucky.

· Tapeats Sandstone – the Tapeats Sandstone is continuous with sheet sandstones covering most of North America.

5. Rapid, thick deposition

· Sand hundreds of feet thick – the Coconino Sandstone is several hundred feet thick. Huge cross beds suggest rapid, thick deposition.

· Billions of nautiloids – a six-foot layer containing billions of nautiloids suggests rapid deposition.

· Multiple, thin layers – abundant, well-preserved fossils suggest rapid, thick deposition. Thin layers also suggest rapid deposition.

· Deformation of multiple layers – tight bending of the Tapeats Sandstone through the Kaibab Formation suggests one mile of sediment was deposited quickly and was still soft when bent.

The Flood Rearranges the Earth (catastrophic plate tectonics model)

Continents moved rapidly during the Flood:

· Before the Flood – Rodinia…Rodinia breaks up.

· Early in the Flood – Pangaea forms under water.

· The Flood begins – “…the sane day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened” (Genesis 7:11).

· Late in the Flood – Pangaea breaks up under water.

· Today – picture of current continental configuration.

Deep Ocean (Catastrophic Plate Tectonics Model) - The Flood began with the breakup of the Great Deep. As huge rifts opened on the ocean floor, how molten rock contacted ocean water, creating huge linear geysers across the earth’s surface.

Hot water reefs (Hydrothermal biome model) – Today…in the lowermost fossil layers, we find stromatolites, evidence of a pre-Flood hot-water reef inhabited almost exclusively by bacteria. 4,350 years ago…the breakup of the Great Deep created a series of enormous earthquakes. These earthquakes collapsed the edge of the continental plates. Whatever was on those continental plates, such as hot-water stromatolite reefs, avalanched into deeper water. 

Shallow sea floor (Ecological zonation model) – Today…above Vendian stromatolites, we find fossils from may exotic ocean environments, including thousands of trilobite species. 4,350 years go…Flood waves passed over the stromatolite reefs and began destroying the shallow ocean ecosystems on the wide underwater continental shelf. In ecosystem after ecosystem, organisms were carried further out to sea and buried.

Floating forest (floating biome model) – Today…we find exotic plants fossils in a regular sequence from small plants to trees, evidence of a huge pre-Flood floating forest. 4,350 years ago….when Flood waves grew large enough, they began ripping apart the floating forest, from the outside edge inward. In a sequence reflecting the forest structure, plants torn off the forest became waterlogged, sank, and were buried on the ocean bottom.

Coal (Austin log mat model) – Today…in the layers of the top of the sequence of plant fossils, upright tree trunks are found sitting on top of flat-topped coal seams. 4,350 years ago…the destruction of the trees in the middle of the floating forest created a log mat of billions of tree trunks. Bark rubbed off the floating logs became waterlogged and sank to the ocean bottom. As the bark layers were buried, they were compressed and coalified into coal seams.

Coastal Dunes – Today…above the Carboniferous coals, extensive sandstone deposits are found on all the world’s continents. 4,350 years ago…tidal waves hit the shoreline and tore apart beaches and dunes. Sand and animals were dragged out to sea and deposited in thick layers.

Inland – Today…above the Permo-Triassic sandstones, we find fossils from exotic land communities, including hundreds of dinosaur species. 4,350 years ago…as the sea level rose, flood waves reached farther and farther inland. Ecosystem after ecosystem of plants and animals were carried out to sea and buried.

The Flood Buries Life (“Ecological Zonation Model”)

Organisms were buried in sequence during the Flood.

· Once the fountains of the Great Deep broke up, the Flood buried organisms from the ocean to land…(picture showing order of burial (starts at hot-water reef, shallow sea, floating forest, coastal dunes, and finally inland).

· …leaving a pile of rocks and fossils in the present (picture showing order of fossils – the Flood begins about 4,350 years ago - Vendian = hot water reefs; Cambrian, Ordovician, Silurian – shallow sea floor; Devonian, Mississippian, Pennsylvanian = floating forest; Permian = coastal dunes; Triassic, Jurassic, Cretaceous = Inland and the flood ends). The Flood buries in sequence during the year of the Flood.

The Flood Recedes (Continents were scoured by retreating flood waters)


Regressional Erosion Model - Floodwaters dropped thousands of feet of mud and sand onto the world’s continents. Retreating Floodwaters swept some of that pile of sediment away.

1. Kaibab Upwarp – warping in late Flood times left a fold in the crust known as the Kaibab Upwarp. At that time there was probably another mile of sediment over this area.

2. Grand Staircase – retreating Floodwaters scoured nearly a mile of sediment off the top of the Kaibab Upwarp. Cliffs of harder material make up the “steps” in the Grand Staircase.

3. Red Butte and Cedar Mountain – “Islands” of sediment, such as Red Butte and Cedar Mountain, were left behind by receding Floodwaters.

Canyons Erode (Breached Dam model)

Canyons were carved rapidly after the Flood. Rapid erosion is indicated by the small difference in age between lake deposits upstream and surge deposits downstream.


After Noah’s Flood ended, lakes filled up behind the Kaibab Upwarp. The water in each lake broke through, carved Grand Canyon, stripped sloped clean, and drained away. 1000 cubic miles of sediment, which eroded from Grand Canyon and the lake region above, are now downstream in the Salton Sea trough.

Life Recovers


“ Go out of the ark…and bring every living thing that is with you…that they may breed in the earth, and be fruitful and multiply upon the earth (Genesis 8:16-17).


Organisms change rapidly as the earth changes.

· As North America cooled and dried following the Flood:

· Larger species replaced smaller species

· Grass-eating species replaced leaf-eating species

· Swift species of the open plain replaced slower species.

· Present changes are too small and too slow to explain these differences, suggesting God provided organisms with special tools to change rapidly.

· Example used is horse evolution – humid forests; Ark equid, Miohippus, Merychippus, Pliohippus, Modern equid = Dry grasslands).

· Variety recovers rapidly after the Flood – two of each kind of land animal (and more of the clean animals) were represented on the Ark. Other species in each kind appeared rapidly after the Flood. The Creator built this variety into the original organisms at the creation.

· Pair of canids on the ark – the dogs leaving the ark generated all the dog species in the present, including coyotes, wolves, and foxes – in the last few centuries, hundreds of domesticated dog varieties were bred, suggesting incredible variety is built into organisms.

· Hybridization is common within families of many plants and animals, suggesting they arose recently from a common ancestor (pictures of plant hybrids).

· Marsupials – marsupials, which have pouches, can nurse their young while moving. That may explain why on each continent were the first mammals buried and preserved after the Flood. Placental mammals, which nurse their young in the womb, spread out more slowly, gradually dominating in Eurasia, Africa, North America, and finally South America. 

Life Refills the Earth


Organisms spread across continents rapidly after the Flood (image showing land routes and ocean routes of dispersal).

Rafting (Biogeographical rafting model) – When the Flood destroyed the world’s forests, it must have left billions of trees floating for centuries on the ocean. These log mats served as ready-made rafts for animals to cross oceans. The paths of ocean currents, carrying these rafts would explain:

1. Similar animals and plants on opposite sides of oceans.

2. Places of high diversity (probably landing sites).

3. Distribution of Geochelone tortoises.

The World Chills


Continents cool rapidly after the Flood.

· Within a few centuries of the Flood, it cooled enough for rain to fall as snow. In what is often called the Ice Age, great sheets formed on the continents.

· Ice Cores – ice in the middle of Greenland and Antarctica is miles thick. But currently, snow falls only near the ocean. So modern processes did not build up the earth’s ice sheets.

· Woolly giants – frozen carcasses of bears, mammoths, and rhinoceroses are found in North American and Siberia. Their heavy wool and size suggest a climate unlike the present. Their unusual burial suggests catastrophic conditions unlike anything we see today.

The Land Recovers (Residual Catastrophes)


The crust settles down after the Flood.

· The Flood moved continents, rocs, and sediment on a global scale. Thick crust at the end of the Flood needed time to sink to the proper level, and thin crust needed time to thicken. (Even today, the Grand Tetons rise while Jackson Hole sinks).

· The motion of the crust generated catastrophes, large at first, smaller in time. Supervolcanoes and superquakes rocked the earth for centuries, gradually diminishing in size and frequency to the quakes and volcanoes we have today.

· Supervolcanoes scale down after the Flood 

· Yellowstone eruption

· Huckleberry Ridge Ruff

· 600 cubic miles of ash (2500 cubic km)

· Yellowstone eruption

· Lava Creek Tuff

· 240 cubic miles of ash (1000 cubic km)

· Long Valley eruption

· Bishop Tuff

· 150 cubic miles of ash (600 cubic km)

· Crater Lake eruption

· Mazama ash

· 17 cubic miles of ash (75 cubic km)

· Mt. St. Helens eruption

· 0.25 cubic miles of ash (1 cubic km)

· While organisms refilled the earth and changed rapidly with the climate, catastrophes buried them, preserving a record of these turbulent times. (rhino preserved in ash from a supervolcano).

A Clue: Mount St. Helens – The present provides hints about the past.

· A small catastrophe in the present helps us understand a huge catastrophe in the past.

1. Ash cloud – a single ash cloud cools the earth a fraction of a degree (A miniature example of the earth cooling after the Flood).

2. Lava dome – when 11 years old, a new lava dome dates greater than 350,000 years old by potassium-argon (K-Ar) dating. (An example of radioisotope dating difficulties).

3. Looit Canyon and Step Canyon – Mudflows cut canyons out of solid rock in just a few years. (A miniature example of rapid erosion immediately during and after the Flood).

4. Engineers Canyon and Little Grand Canyon – mudflows cut canyons out of soft sediment in hours. (A miniature example of rapid erosion immediately during and after the flood).

5. Pyroclastic deposits – pyroclastic flows (fluid hot ash) deposit 25 feet of finely layered sediments in a few hours. (A miniature example of rapid sedimentation immediately during and after the Flood).

6. Coldwater Delta – hundreds of feet of delta form in just a few years. (A miniature picture of delta formation during and after the Flood).

7. Elk recovery – thousands of elk killed in the eruption are replaced within a decade. A clue about how animals refilled the earth after the Flood.

8. Plant recovery – Ecosystems develop in years rather than decades. (A small picture of the rapid development of ecosystems after the Flood).

9. Vertical floating logs – uprooted trees float vertically and sink to the bottom of Spirit Lake. (A clue about how petrified forests and polystrate fossils formed as a result of the Flood).

10. Bark peat – bark rubs off floating logs and accumulated at the bottom of Spirit Lake. (A clue about how coal layers formed as a result of the Flood).

God’s World and God’s Word Agree


The Bible tells us about the Flood. The more we learn about the Flood and its place in earth history, the more we understand God’s world.


The world before the Flood helps us to understand fossils we see today.


The processes of the Flood help us to understand rocks we see today.


The recovery from the Flood helps understand the pattern of life we see today.

Confusion at Babylon

The Rebuilding of Civilization


The Flood destroyed civilization and rearranged the whole surface of the earth. While forests regrew and resources were rediscover, humans made do with whatever shelters they could find and materials they could easily fashion.


Human remains found around the world (including those named Homo erectus, Neanderthal, and Cro-Magnon) show that the immigrants from Babel found shelter in newly formed caves and made tools out of rocks and sticks to meet basic needs. They left behind artifacts, musical instruments, ceremonial burials, and fire pits, which show that they were intelligent and fully human. 

According to Human Reason…Everyone Decides What is Right in his Own Eyes


“Every man did that which was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25). Once people abandon the authority of God’s Word, there is no sure foundation for morality and justice in the world. Human reason can be used to justify evil of every sort.

· GENOCIDE - Rather than embracing our neighbors, we exterminate them.

· Rather than esteeming our brothers, we discriminate against them.

· RACISM - Rather than protecting our brothers, we hate them.

· ABORTION – Rather then protecting the helpless, we murder them.

· “Biological arguments for racism may have been common before 1859, but they increased by orders of magnitude following the acceptance of evolutionary theory.” – Stephen Jay Gould, a leading evolutionist, explaining how people in the nineteenth century abused science to support their own prejudices (Ontogeny and Phylogeny, 1977).


Recent excuses to reject God’s Word…Evolution over millions of years.

· Without any absolute authority for right and wrong, humans in every generation have devised a multitude of excuses to justify abuse. Modern humans are no different. They have abused science to justify all sorts of evils. According to evolution, humans are nothing species:

· We have no Creator and are not accountable to anyone.

· Hominids evolved into many branches over millions of years.

· Death is a natural step in the cycle of life.

· We’re just animals, and the fittest survive.

Biological Differences are Superficial


The Horder twins show that from the same parents, once girl inherited genes for a large amount of melanin and the other girl inherited genes for a small amount of melanin.

We Came From One Man


“The first man [was] Adam.” (I Corinthians 15:45)


We know from God’s Word that all people descended from one man, Adam. The Y-chromosome contains DNA that is passed directly from father to son. We would predict that Y-chromosome DNA would be similar in all men alive today. Scientific research on Y-chromosome DNA seems to bear this out.

We Came From One Woman


“Eve was the mother of all living” (Genesis 3:20).


We know from God’s Word that all people descended from one woman, Eve. Mitochondrial DNA is passed directly from mother to child. We would predict that mitochondrial DNA would be similar in all people alive today. Scientific research on mitochondrial DNA seems to bear this out.

Our Brothers?


With God’s World, we’re all one blood. “Of the three sons of Noah, the whole earth was overspread” (9:19).


God’s Word says that all people after the Flood descended from Noah’s three sons. When the events of the Tower of Babel split up the human gene pool, different combinations of genes in different groups resulted in some people having predominantly light skin and some have predominantly dark skin, as well as shades in between.


Every human being has the same basic brown pigment called melanin in the skin. Combinations of genes determine how much or how little melanin each person has. In just a few generations, different combinations of previously existing genetic information resulted in distinct people groups with superficial differences, such as different skin tones and eye shapes. Modern science recognizes that our differences are superficial.

We are Fully Human from Conception


Al the genetic information unique to humans is present at conception. So right from the start a fertilized human egg cell is totally human. There is no biological basis for drawing any other line for when we “become” human. Every human is fully human, from conception to the end of life.

Babel Explains our Differences


“Of the three sons of Noah the whole earth was overspread” (Genesis 9:19).


Different languages – At Babel, God created numerous languages. Over time, these languages changed into the thousands of different languages we have today. Yet modern languages still follow patterns of the original languages at Babel.


Different nations – all the humans who settled the earth after the Flood descended from Noah’s three sons. Yet the human gene pool split up after Babel. In just a few generations, different combinations of previously existing genetic information resulted in distinct people groups each with superficial differences, including different skin tones and eye shapes. (Map showing the migration of people descended from the three sons, Ham, Japheth, and Shem).

God’s Promise to the Nations


God said to Abraham, “In your seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed” (Genesis 22:18). (includes judgment of nations, blessing of nations, God’s Seed: promised to the nations; First family, Noah’s world, Babel, Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome).

Signage Around Museum

CROSS – The Answer of God’s Word. The penalty for mankind’s disobedience was death. Jesus, the Messiah, died on a cross to pay that penalty. He rose from the dead, providing life for all who trust in Him. Christ has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust (1 Peter 3:18)

Rejection of God’s Word let to CORRUPTION – The first man, Adam, disobeyed the Creator, bringing death and corruption into the creation. His disobedience explains the catastrophes, disease, suffering, and death in the present world. “By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin” (Romans 5:12).

Rejection of God’s Word let to CATASTROPHE – Adam’s race became so wicked that God judged the earth with a catastrophic, global Flood, saving only those on the Ark built by Noah (~2348 BC). This global catastrophe resulted in fossils all over the earth. God said “I do bring a flood of water upon the earth, to destroy all flesh.” (Genesis: 6:17).

This space is still evolving (It is silly to think that anything well designed could ever evolve). (A sign for an unfinished exhibit).

