Catalogue of Strengths and Weaknesses

For each of the moral theories we have studied in Part I of the course – the natural rights theory of John Locke, Kant’s theory of the categorical imperative, and Mill’s utilitarianism – provide a list of their strengths and weaknesses.  Among the weaknesses detail at least two sorts (1) standard case in which what the theory says is right or wrong clashes with that of your uncontroversial moral intuitions, (2) systematic problems with the theory as a theory.  Among the second sort of problems may be that the theory’s fundamental principles be arbitrary, inconsistent, or imprecise.  You may be able to find important kind of cases for which you have strong intuitions but about which it is difficult to know what the theory says.  Try to classify the kinds of cases in which the theory conforms to intuition and the kinds of cases in which it does not.  A theory’s strengths may lie in its precision, or acceptability to large numbers of people, or, probably most importantly, in the number and kinds of cases in which what the theory says is right or wrong conforms to your uncontroversial moral intuitions.  If one theory is weak according to one criterion but one of the rival theories is stronger, remark on that fact.

