Environmental Science 101
Second Half Term -- FALL  2007
Professor: Thomas Algeo, Department of Geology

Office: Geology/Physics room 504; Email: Thomas.Algeo@uc.edu
Class location and time: 544 Baldwin, MWF 12:00-12:50 P.M.

Course website: http://blackboard.uc.edu

NOTICE:  READ THIS SYLLABUS CAREFULLY AND COMPLETELY. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Course Goals and Credit:  This course is part of a 3-quarter sequence called Introduction to Environmental Science, which is intended for students planning to major in Environmental Studies. The course is designed to acquaint students with the major scientific concepts in environmental science and to explore some of the relationships, intended and otherwise, between humans and their physical and chemical environment.


The course satisfies 3 credits of the Arts & Sciences natural science requirement.  It also satisfies the General Education Breadth of Knowledge (BoK) areas of Natural Sciences and Quantitative Reasoning and promotes the development of the following Baccalaureate Competencies: Critical Thinking, Effective Communication, and Knowledge Integration.

Attendance and Conduct:  Students are expected to attend all lectures.  Students are advised to read each assignment prior to its discussion in class and to study materials on the course website.  Students are expected to conform to the Student Code of Conduct, and instances of academic dishonesty will be dealt with according to its provisions.

Textbook:  None.  Assigned materials will be distributed through Blackboard or in class.

Evaluation:  


(1) Daily Quizzes:  A short quiz will be given at the beginning of each class period.  Each quiz will consist of 3 to 5 multiple-choice questions or one short-answer essay.   Missed quizzes count as 0, and no make-ups will be given.  The lowest quiz score will be dropped.


(2) Final Exam:  The final exam will be a comprehensive, closed-book test of all material covered in lecture and in reading assignments during the second half of the term (there will be no material from the first half of the term).  The exam will consist of a combination of multiple-choice and short-answer questions.


Grading:

10 Quizzes  (5 pts. each)





  50 pts.






1 Final Exam







  50 pts.
















     -------------






Total









100 pts.


Grade scale: A = >90 pts., B = 80‑89 pts., C = 70-79 pts., D = 60-69 pts., F < 60 pts.




A curve is generally applied to grades at the end of the term; the scale of the curve is 



at the discretion of the professor.
Schedule of Lectures:

WEEK 6

W  – OCT 24
Groundwater

F   – OCT 26
Groundwater

WEEK 7

M – OCT 29
Groundwater
W – OCT 31
Floods
F  – NOV 2

Floods
WEEK 8

M – NOV 5 
Floods
W – NOV 7 
Landslides
F  – NOV 9 
Landslides
WEEK 9

M – NOV 12
No Class—Veterans’ Day
W – NOV 14
Landslides





      

F  – NOV 16
Climate Change
WEEK 10

M – NOV 19
Climate Change 

W – NOV 21
Climate Change
F  – NOV 23
No Class—Thanksgiving
WEEK 11

M – NOV 26
Mass Extinction
W – NOV 28
Easter Island—A parable
F  – NOV 30
Alternative Energy Sources
DEC xx

FINAL EXAM
