Silk Road 'darknet' boss found guilty of
running massive drug website
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NEW YORK - Alleged Silk Road darknet mastermind Ross Ulbricht was convicted of drug
conspiracy and other charges Wednesday for allegedly founding and running the drug-trafficking
site that served as an underworld version of eBay for a worldwide network of dealers and users.

A jury of six women and six men returned the verdict after little more than three hours of
deliberations, capping a more than three-week trial featuring evidence that Ulbricht used the
online alias Dread Pirate Roberts to found and build Silk Road into a underworld bazaar for
everything from heroin and cocaine to phony IDs and computer-hacking programs.

Ulbricht, 30, showed little emotion as the verdict was read. His mother, Lyn, and father, Kirk,
each held a hand to their forehead as the jury forewoman pronounced their son guilty on all
charges in a seven-count indictment.

U.S. District Court Judge Katherine Forrest, who presided over the trial, set a tentative
sentencing date of May 15. Ulbricht faces a mandatory minimum of 20 years in prison and could
face life behind bars for the convictions.

As the judge adjourned court, an Ulbricht supporter yelled out, "Ross is a hero!" A moment later,
his family and friends called out, "We love you, Ross," as federal marshals led him away.

Ulbricht looked at them, waved, and then disappeared through a door as he was led back to a
holding cell.

Outside the Manhattan federal courthouse afterward, Ulbricht's parents said he would likely
appeal. Much of the defense team's evidence was improperly barred from being introduced at the
trial, they said.

"When it's not an even playing field, it's not a fair trial,” said Lyn Ulbricht. "If we don't have fair
trials in this country, then we're all in trouble.”

Asked about her son's reaction to the verdict, she said, "I'm sure it's not the best day he's ever
had."

Manhattan U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara said the conviction and the government's seizure of

millions of dollars in bitcoins, the electronic currency Silk Road operated on, "should send a
clear message" that "the supposed anonymity of the dark web is not a protective shield from
arrest and prosecution.”
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Prosecution evidence alleged that Ulbricht planned Silk Road as far back as 2009 and launched
the site two years later by renting a house near his family's Austin home, where he raised
hallucinogenic mushrooms for sale.

By 2011, Silk Road was open for business, with secrecy measures designed to make it difficult
for anyone to identify the true identities of the marketplace's operator, buyers and sellers. The
business used a computer routing system known as Tor that sent messages from the participants
through multiple computer servers located in Iceland and elsewhere that were rented under false
identities.

Silk Road also required its anonymous buyers to trade money for bitcoins and then use the
electronic currency for all transactions. The site charged a percentage commission on each deal,
generating a bitcoin stash for Ulbricht that prosecutors said was worth roughly $18 million at the
time of his arrest.
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